
West Kirby Primary School                               Toys through time                                Years 1 & 2 (Autumn 1) 

Toys Timeline 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Victorian Era  
1837-1901 

20th century  
Grandparent’s toys 

(1950’s-60’s)  

20th century  
Parents toys 

(1980’s) 

21st Century  
Your toys  

(2019) 

Vocabulary Dozen 

toy An object designed for children to play 
with. 

decade A period of 10 years.  

modern A present or recent time. 

past When something has already 
happened. 

Victorian The time of Queen Victoria’s reign 
1837-1901. 

Living memory A time that can be remembered by 
people who are still alive. 

Beyond living 
memory 

Something that happened a long time 
ago and cannot be remembered by 

people living today. 

20th century The 20th century was between 1901-
1999. 

21st century The 21st century is now it started in 
2000 and will end in 2099. 

handmade Objects that are made by hand and 
not machines. 

electronic Gadgets that make sounds, have 
screen, light up or have to be plugged 

in to work.  

materials What objects are made from for 
example: wood, glass, metal, fabric. 

Key Questions 

 
• How long have toys 

existed? 
• What toys did Victorian 

children play with?  

• What were toys made of 
during Victoria times and the modern age? 

• How are modern toys different? 
• How have toys changed over time? 

 

Prior Learning 

• Recognising how toys work overtime. 

• Names of common materials and what they feel like.  

• Chronology of my family history knowing that people 

born before me are older.  

• Developing an understanding of changes over time and 

using time language to reflect this. 

• Looking closely at similarities and differences over a 

period of time.  

 

 


